
Do I need to wear an Engine Cut Off Switch Link (ECOSL)? 
 
 

https://www.uscgboating.org/recreational-boaters/engine-cut-off-switch-faq.php  

         

 

 

 

 

 

  

Is your boat less than 26 feet, powered with 
more than a 3 HP motor, and main helm is not 

in an enclosed cabin? 
 

YES NO 

Is the boat being operated on plane 
(non-displacement)? 

NO YES 

YES 

NO 

Required to 
wear ECOSL! 

 

Is an ECOS 
installed? 

Not required 
to wear the 

link 

ECOS – Engine Cut-Off Switch. 

ECOSL – A device that connects the operator of a vessel to the ECOS.  Usually a cord 
type of lanyard, but may be a wireless electronic system. 

NOTE: If your boat was built prior to 1/1/20, and does not have an ECOS 
installed, there is no requirement to install one. 
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